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Celebrate Catholic Schools Week
January 31-February 6, 2021

These Businesses Proudly Support Catholic Schools Week
Gold Sponsors:

Deacon Ron and Sherri Deimeke • Duenke Farms, Inc. - Mike and Vicki Duenke Family • Mid-Missouri Truck and Trailer Parts, LLC - Aaron and Bob Cope • Richard and Jan Schafer
Robnett Crop Insurance- Jon and Dana Robnett Family • Sachs Construction LLC • Steve and Son’s Landscaping – Steve and Carol Rohan Family • Gary and Sherry Stuckenschneider

Sydenstricker Nobbe Partners • The Bank of Missouri • Warrenton Oil Company • Martinsburg Monday Nite Card Club

Blue Sponsors:
Ahrens Steel and Welding Supplies Inc. • Prairie Appraisal Services, LLC – David and Kristan Kleinsorge Famiily • Jeff and Patty Fennewald – Knights of Columbus Insurance • Ken and Kay Robnett

Welschmeyer Farms, LLC

Banner Sponsors:
Arens Automotive and Tire LLC • Brett, Erdel, Owings, Tanzey and Newton • Central Heating and Cooling Inc. • Dave and Sharon Welschmeyer • Deimeke Seed – Keith and Scott Deimeke

Justin, Julie and Eve Stuckenschneider • Marth Agency LLC • Martinsburg Knights of Columbus • Mary Louise Weidinger • Moser’s Foods • Myers Funeral Home – Jane Myers and Jill Monnig
POET Biorefining LLC • Poindexter Earth Moving Inc. • Precision Ag Service, LLC – Jared Windmann • Rodney and Carol Willingham • Shelter Insurance – Pat Pursifull, Wellsville, Mo.

Tom Wieberg Family • United Credit Union • Wellsville VFW Post 3056 • Wright Electric, LLC • Consolidated Electric

Special Catholic Schools Week Page Sponsors:
Robnett Automotive • Graf’s Reloading Supercenter • Graf and Sons – The Reloading Authority

St. Joseph School to Celebrate 135 years
St. Joseph School in Martinsburg started in 1885 making this school year the 135 th year. The 135th year committee is making plans 

to celebrate this spring. Over the years there have been many changes but the main focus remains the same, the students. As Principal, 
Michelle Hombs states, “We work very hard in providing our students with a solid education infused with our Catholic values and faith. 
Like our mission statement states, we educate the whole child and want our students to grow ‘academically, spiritually, emotionally, and 
physically to reach their full potential.’” The small but mighty school’s family-like atmosphere, which is rich with traditions, makes it a 
great place for the students to learn and grow. “It is important for us to carry on the traditions that have been passed down while creating 
new ones to take us into the future. We are so grateful for the support we receive from our parish and surrounding communities. They 
are an integral part of who we are.”

Students and staff also look forward to celebrating Catholic Schools Week, which is January 31st to February 5 th this year. Despite the 
week looking a little different this year due to the pandemic, it will still be a good and fun week. “Catholic Schools Week gives us a chance 
to celebrate who we are, provide service to others, and have some fun.” This year’s Catholic Schools Week theme is Catholic Schools: Faith, 
Excellence, Service.

Third and fourth grade students of St. Joseph School in Martinsburg completed 
a weather unit by creating weather related acrostic poems. In acrostic poems, the 
first letters of each line are aligned vertically to form a word. The word often is the 
subject of the poem.

Flowers starting to die
Animals getting ready to hibernate
Leaves changing colors
Leaves falling from the trees
--Harrison Vomund, 3rd grade

Sunny
Using sunglasses
Making hot dogs on the grill
Must have fun
Every day is hot
Riding bikes
--Alex Poindexter, 4th grade

So much fun to play in
Never want it to melt
On it we play
When it melts we are sad
--Carter Schafer, 4th grade

Tornadoes can do much damage
Oklahoma has many of them
Random times
Nothing can stop them
Always need to be prepared
Doing harm
Outside can be destroyed
--Kaiya Schafer, 3rd grade

We love winter
Icicles everywhere
Noses are red
Time to play in the snow
Everyone gets cold
Remember the winter moments
--Kaytlynn Arens, 4th grade

Snowboarding
Never want it to melt
On the ground it lays
Wet
--Chason Sachs, 4th grade

Tall waves that tear tall buildings down
So bad when it happens
Unstoppable waves
Nothing but damage
A lot of feaf
Massive waves that come over walls
It is a damaging natural disaster
--Rylan Arens, 4th grade

Sunny days
Using sunscreen
Making slushies
Must go swimming
Extreme heat
Riding four wheelers
--Bailey Miller, 4th grade

Sipping hot cocoa
Napping in bed
On the sled
White in color
--Dallas Cope, 3rd grade

Wind
Evaporation
Air
Thunderstorm
High pressure
Extreme temperatures
Rain
--Lilly Bosworth, 3rd grade

When the snow falls
I want some hot chocolate.
Now that I am warm it is
Time to go ride the sleigh.
Everyone is cold so we
Return to the cozy fire.
--Maci Poindexter, 4th grade

So much fun
Using shorts
Making ice cream
Mudding with four wheelers
Everyone getting together
Running and having fun
--Haydon Swaim, 4th grade

SJS Acrostic Poems

Little Squirts and Big Shots

Food Pantry

SJS Student Council

BY BAYLIE WINDMANN, 8th grade
AND PEYTON SCHAFER, 7th grade

There is one tradition that will never get old at St. Joseph School, the Big 
Shots and Little Squirts Program. At the beginning of every school year, each 
5th through 8th grade student gets paired with a pre-k through 2nd grade stu-
dent. These paired students do various things and activities together through-
out the school year. It is very exciting for everyone to learn who they are paired 
with. Most of the time we go to Mass, read books, have P.E. and complete proj-
ects with our little squirts. One day of the week we also have lunch together. 
One of our favorite things is to give gifts on birthdays and holidays. As big 
shots and little squirts spend time with each other a bond is formed that will 
last long past their time at St. Joseph School. The Big Shots and Little Squirts 
Program is one of the many traditions of St. Joseph School that will never get 
old.

BY RILEY RAFFERTY, 8th grade
AND COOPER ROHAN, 7th grade

On the third Tuesday of each month 
the 8th grade students go to the St. 
John’s Food Pantry in Laddonia to 
volunteer their time. A parent or oth-
er volunteer takes the 8th grader to 
the Food Pantry which allows these 
students an opportunity to provide 
service to the community. At the Food 
Pantry everyone has a job. Some help 
get the food ready for the families in 
need. Some of the volunteers follow a 
list of what to put in a bag for the families while others push around a cart to 
pick up the bags of food which are then taken to the family’s car. This service 
is completed in the morning so students are back to school in the afternoon 
to learn. The Food Pantry is one of the great ways we provide service to our 
community.

BY ELLA DUENKE, 8th grade
AND LANE CARTER, 7th grade

COVID-19 has created many changes in and out of our school building, but 
we here at St. Joseph School are finding ways to raise money to purchase some 
items that we need and support each other. The student body elects officers 
from the seventh and eighth grade class to lead the Student Council. In prior 
years the Student Council have hosted meals and school stores to raise money, 
but this school year we had to get creative. During our school testing week in 
October we gave students snacks and water each morning to help students 
focus and apply their best effort to the standardized test. In December we sold 
candy canes and hosted a food drive for our local food pantry. The food drive 
was a huge success with over 1,000 items collected. The students and staff of 
St. Joseph enjoy the fundraisers hosted by the Student Council and hopes to 
get back to our normal activities soon.

Pre-K and Kindergarten students at the beginning of the school year.

[Submitted photo.]

Fifth and sixth grade students studied art through form. Here, they hold their foil 

art sculptures that they each created. [Submitted photo.]

First and second graders work on their 

animal research projects.

[Submitted photo.]
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2000 W Boulevard Street
Mexico, MO  

continentalproducts.com

GO IRISH!

9151 I-70 Drive NE
Columbia, MO

573-581-7010 • 573-814-7550
maxwelltrailers.com

224 W Promenade St
Mexico, MO 

graphittiandmore.com
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Mexico, MO 
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mexicocounseling.wixsite.com

Malissa Dowell MEd, Licensed Professional 
Counselor-Supervisor, Licensed Marital and 

Family Therapist, and Registered Play Therapist

214 W Jackson Street, Mexico, MO 
573-975-4036
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T.J. Whitworth
Architectural Designs

573-253-3657
dusk_316@yahoo.com

4132 S. Clark, Mexico, MO
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facebook.com/
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“With you 
before, during 
and after the 

storm”

St. Brendan's continues 
to build on long tradition
BY KATHRYN COULSON
St. Brendan School Principal

St. Brendan Catholic School has a long history begin-
ning in August of 1921 of providing a quality Catholic ed-
ucation to students in the Mexico, Missouri area. Near-
ing 100 years, we reflect on many changes the school 
has undergone. At one time the school served students 
in first grade through high school with the Sisters of the 
Most Precious Blood serving the school. When St. Bren-
dan High School closed, it remained an elementary and 
middle school for many years. Preschool was later added 
to offer the opportunity to families with young children 
to provide children with the skills needed to be Kinder-
garten-ready in a small environment.

Today St. Brendan School continues to change and 
evolve in order to provide a Catholic education with a rig-
orous curriculum, high academic standards, and strong 
moral values to children in preschool through eighth 
grade. The school expanded by renovating the building 
which once was the convent for the sisters who served the 
school. Additional classroom space specifically designed 
for a middle school is provided with classrooms for each 
subject area including a science laboratory in their own 

building. The middle school structure was decided upon 
in order to design a positive learning environment fo-
cused upon the needs of middle school students, to pro-
mote self-discipline with developmentally appropriate 
learning environments helping to transition them into 
carrying out the responsibilities expected of them as they 
enter high school. The main school building continues 
to house Kindergarten-5th grade with Preschool held in 
the lower level. By focusing on the physical, social, emo-
tional, and intellectual growth and development unique 
to each age, students will have the opportunity, with the 
guidance and support of the teachers, to further develop 
social skills, problem solving skills, and leadership skills 
which is vital in inspiring student achievement.

Enrollment continues to remain steady with 176 stu-
dents; approximately 68 percent are Catholic with a 
variety of other faith denominations making up the re-
maining student body. During the growth and changes 
throughout the years, a top priority for administration 
and faculty has been to maintain the family atmosphere 
with a primary focus of providing a Catholic educa-
tion, centered on building a community of faith where 
students develop their own gifts and talents in order to 
serve others.

Preschool at St. Brendan's
BY KATHRYN COULSON
St. Brendan School Principal

St. Brendan School preschool has many options for 
parents with a class for 3-4-year-old children and a 
pre-kindergarten class for 4-5-year-old children. Pro-
gram options include full-day or half-day, three or five 
days a week. 

Students have the opportunity to receive instruction 
in religion, literacy, math, personal-social develop-
ment, art, physical education, and music. This schedule 
has been created to meet the needs of all families in the 
community so every child has an opportunity to receive 
a preschool education in a faith-filled environment 
where children come together as a community, build 
their relationship with God, and prepare for kindergar-
ten academics.

St. Brendan School strives to provide a strong aca-
demic program for all its students. Research indicates 
at least three critical content categories in early literacy: 
oral language comprehension, phonological awareness, 
and print knowledge. Just as important is the motiva-
tion of students to participate in print-related activities. 
In our preschool classrooms, teachers develop the im-
portant literacy skills through rich teacher talk, using 
rare words children may not encounter everyday, and 
by facilitating conversations where children’s com-
ments are extended into more descriptive, grammati-
cally mature statements. 

Not only are children read aloud to where they have 
the opportunity to dig deeper into the text through 
questioning and discussion, but they also participate 
in phonological awareness activities in Fundations ac-
tivities. Students also are encouraged to use emergent 
forms of writing in their daily journals and the writing 
center. Here students learn how print is a tool for mak-
ing meaning and as a way to communicate with others. 

Children may begin by drawing and scribbling followed 
by “reading” their marks, recognizing and writing their 
own names, and developing a wider ability to write 
words from stories, work, and play.

We believe a preschool schedule should include plen-
ty of time for uninterrupted play so children have the 
time they need to work on sustained tasks of interest 
allowing exploration of materials and complex, evolved 
experiences over time. Curiosity and risk-taking is cel-
ebrated as inquiry-based exploration during center 
choice time is conducted. Items in their environment 
change throughout the year so children have multiple 
opportunities to engage in questioning and exploration. 
They are encouraged to communicate their findings at 
group time and individually with a teacher.

A very important part of preschool development for 
kindergarten readiness is in problem solving and build-
ing social skills. Learning is a social process. We are not 
born with the words to express how we are feeling or 
positive ways to manage these feelings. During group 
times, students work on identifying feelings, possible 
causes for these feelings, and how to handle them in an 
appropriate manner. They learn the words to say how 
they feel and how to let others know. They also learn 
how to problem solve in a socially acceptable manner. 
It is not enough to just sit in a group and teach these 
things, they need to be put into practice in a way that 
will relate to the child. Center time is the perfect time to 
do this and the teachers are there modeling appropriate 
behavior and helping the children with the words to use 
whether it be to express how they are feeling or identi-
fying a problem and a solution.  

A child who is able to sustain positive relationships 
with peers and other adults, express and manage emo-
tions, and self-regulate will have a much easier time fo-
cusing and learning, preparing them for kindergarten 
academics.

Each day students learn about the life of a saint and the 

way they lived out their Christian faith serving others. 

Teachers identify students from each grade level who 

exemplify the same character traits and give them a 

medal with that saint's image. These are some of the 

recipients from Catholic Schools Week 2020.

[Submitted photo.]

Students enjoy different programs throughout the 

week. Here they listened to a Christian rock band and 

sang along with some of their favorite songs.

[Submitted photo.]

Students enjoy getting together for projects during 

Catholic Schools Week. It gives older students an 

opportunity to demonstrate leadership qualities and 

younger students connect with their role models.

[Submitted photo.]

St. Brendan School has a one to one technology program 

so that students develop important technology skills 

including research and communication.

[Submitted photo.]

Students have the opportunity to participate in 

basketball and cheerleading representing the Irish 

team. Many 7th and 8th graders also participate in co-

op sports through MMS. [Submitted photo.]

Mrs. Vicki Maassen recently celebrated her 45th year of 

teaching in the 2019-2020 school year. She has taught 

her entire career at St. Brendan School including 

teaching PE, Social Studies, Reading and Language 

Arts, Science, and Religion. Her children attended St. 

Brendan School and currently two of her grandchildren 

also attend. Mrs. Maassen is an example of the 

dedication faculty have to the success of the school.

[Submitted photo.]
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